Previous studies of the association between posttraumatic stress disorder (PTSD) and chronic widespread pain (CWP) or fibromyalgia have not examined the role of familial or genetic factors. The goals of this study were to determine if symptoms of PTSD are related to CWP in a genetically informative community-based sample of twin pairs, and if so, to ascertain if the association is due to familial or genetic factors. Data were obtained from the University of Washington Twin Registry, which contains 1042 monozygotic and 828 dizygotic twin pairs. To assess the symptoms of PTSD, we used questions from the Impact of Events Scale (IES). IES scores were partitioned into terciles. CWP was defined as pain located in 3 body regions lasting at least 1 week during the past 3 months. Random-effects regression models, adjusted for demographic features and depression, examined the relationship between IES and CWP. IES scores were strongly associated with CWP (P < 0.0001). Compared to those in the lowest IES tercile, twins in the highest tercile were 3.5 times more likely to report CWP. Although IES scores were associated with CWP more strongly among dizygotic than among monozygotic twins, this difference was not significant. Our findings suggest that PTSD symptoms, as measured by IES, are strongly linked to CWP, but this association is not explained by a common familial or genetic vulnerability to both conditions. Future research is needed to understand the temporal association of PTSD and CWP, as well as the physiological underpinnings of this relationship. Ó
Introduction
Chronic widespread pain (CWP) is a common problem in the general population, with an estimated prevalence ranging from 7% to 13% across different countries (Neumann and Buskila, 2003) . The American College of Rheumatology defines CWP as pain present in at least 2 contra-lateral body quadrants and the axial skeleton that has persisted for at least 3 months (Wolfe et al., 1990) . Many experts believe that both CWP and fibromyalgia (FM), a severe subtype of CWP, represent one end of the spectrum of musculoskeletal pain disorders (Croft et al., 1996; Wolfe, 1997; Croft, 2000) . CWP has a modest female predominance and its prevalence increases with age (Hunt et al., 1999; Buskila et al., 2000; Bergman et al., 2002) . People with CWP also 
